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APRIL IS NATIONAL

CHILD ABUSE
PREVENTION MONTH

—
@ PREVENT CHILD ABUSE - SONOMA COUNTY

a community report from

Since 2005, Child Parent Institute (CPI) has coordinated the
countywide efforts of our local child abuse prevention council, Prevent
Child Abuse — Sonoma County (PCA-SC). Our council provides a

consistent forum for interagency cooperation and coordination in the

prevention, detection, and treatment of child abuse cases. Funding

is provided by the Sonoma County Human Services Department and

approved by the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors.

PCA-SC supports family
strengthening organizations
by providing:

EDUCATION

Regular meetings provide
networking and professional
training for those involved in child
abuse prevention and intervention

services.

AWARENESS

We work to build a community
that protects children and
promotes healthy families,
increasing community awareness
and learning opportunities for
parents, professionals and the
public.

PCA-SC provides leadership for
child abuse prevention through:

ADVOCACY

We advocate for policies that
support families and protect
children.

OUTREACH

We partner with the Sonoma
County Human Services
Department to offer regular
trainings to help community
partners identify and report
suspected child abuse and
neglect.

Interested in learning more or joining our steering committee?

EMAIL: robinb@calparents.org
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What do you already know about
Protecting Sonoma
County Children

and Youth?
Take the quiz

Who can report child abuse or neglect? After investigation by Child Protection
A. Trained mandated reporters Services, about __% children are moved to
P
B. Anyone with concerns foster care because their homes are unsafe:
C. Law enforcement A. 3%
D. Medical professionals B. 50%
Allare t f child ab t C. 5%
are types of child abuse, except:
P P D. 15%
A. Physical
B. Emotional How can we keep Sonoma County kids safe?
C. Neglect A. Get to know children and youth in
D. S | your community
. Sexua
c o1 | B. Connect with and support struggling families
- momefessness in your community
The most common type of abuse is: C. Report child abuse or neglect
A. Sexual D. Become a foster parent or enrich your family
B. Emotional through adoption
C. Neglect E. All of the above
D. Physica| 3-9 ‘-G fy-¥ £D-£ {3-2 ‘g-L Jop Noh p MOH siemsuy

Report concerns to the Child Protection
Hotline when you have: Learn to Prevent Child Abuse & Neglect

Sonoma County Family, Youth and Children’s Division offers free

A. Reasonable suspicion : ) " :
presentations to community members and training to professionals

B. Verifiable proof who are Mandated Reporters.

INFORMATION & SCHEDULING

C. Photographic evidence
FYCmandatedreporter@schsd.org | (707) 565-4329

D. A detailed history of abuse or neglect
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WE ALL PAY THE PRICE FOR CHILD ABUSE

THE Every10 minutes a child abuse case

° Is reported in the Bay Area.
Economics ’ ’
~58,000K14

ch o I d reports of child abuse
‘ ’ I in the Bay Area ™. A

every year

- .\ V'Y 4 3.5+ MILLION (4
A b u S e : reports of child abuse
5,516 L 8

in the U.S. every year
Sonoma County Human Services Department reports of child abuse

provided data on 2016 reported and verified in Sonoma County
cases. Monetary calculations are based on the in 2016
2015 rate of inflation. Costs do not include 2016
fatalities caused by child abuse. There were three
child deaths caused by child abuse in Sonoma
County in 2015, with each death costing nearly
$1.5 million in health care and loss of productivity,
for a total loss of $4.4 million to our community as
a whole.

verified cases in
Sonoma County

the cost per victim over the
course of their lifetime

$148.5 Million

Thanks to the San Francisco Child Abuse A
Prevention Center + Haas School of Business,
University of California Berkeley's Social Sector

Solutions for the calculation formula. To learn Th e same amount Of mon ey cou ld sen d
more about the cost calculation, visit sfcapc.org/ .
CostOfAbuse. Thanks to HAND Foundation for more than15,000 kids to preschool.

supporting the release of the report.

child abuse incidents are vastly underreported

and could cost the oo
community as much as 3.05 Bllllon
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SONOMA COUNTY CHILD ABUSE

Prevention, Protection and Care

233 Sonoma County children had to
be brought into foster care because they .

REUNIFYING CHILDREN & FAMILIES
100 children and youth returned to their

families once they could be safely cared

Many agencies belong to the local safety .
net that supports the well-being of children
weren't safe at home.

There were 4,850 total allegations of the
types of abuse listed below; often more

and youth. The County of Sonoma Human
Services Department Family, Youth and . for. They spent an average of 246 days in
Children’s Division alone invested $724,000

in child abuse prevention in 2016. The

foster care before returning home.

than one type affected the same child or +  Others remained in foster care, or left

following data describes the wide scope
and impact of child welfare and protection
programs and services.

PREVENTION

« 4,769 community professionals who
are Mandated Reporters were trained in
child abuse prevention and reporting.
They included teachers, police, fire
fighters and health care professionals.

. More than 1,400 residents and
professionals were trained by Sonoma
County ACEs Connection about
the traumatic effects of Adverse
Childhood Experiences in children and
youth.

REPORTS AND INVESTIGATION

« 5,516 calls reported concerns to the
Child Protection Hotline.

« 2,220 reports required investigation by
Family, Youth and Children’s Division.

«  The majority of children could safely
remain in their families with support

from social workers and services, such as

parent and child counseling, housing
support, parenting classes and referrals
to community resources.
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youth.
Of that total, 754 allegations were
confirmed in the cases of 578 children.

Allegation by Type % of 754
Neglect 58%
Emotional Abuse 12%
At Risk, Sibling Abused 8%
Caretaker Absence / Incapacity 7%
Physical Abuse 5%
Severe Neglect 5%
Sexual Abuse 4%
Exploitation 1%

FOSTER CARE / ADOPTION

631 individual youth were in foster care
at some time during 2016. They were
cared for by foster families and relatives,
in group homes or in transitional

homes for youth going to school or
working.

On average, 26 children were cared for
each day at the County emergency
shelter, Valley of the Moon Children’s
Home.

30 children and youth were adopted by
forever families.

foster care when they became adults
at age 18, entered legal guardianship
or were legally emancipated.
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CARING

FOSTER
YANSNIN

Through no fault of their own, each day between
50 — 75 Sonoma County children and teens need a safe place to live.

Most just need a temporary haven while their parents get help

coping with the issues that created an unstable home. Being an emergency foster family

has been a life-changing experience,

Some will need a forever meilY- not only for me but my entire family.

Each precious child that has been
Others are teens trying to stand on their own two feet who need in our home has enriched our lives
a room to rent and some encouragement. immeasurably.”

. ) . ) o ~A Sonoma County Foster Parent
How children are treated in Our Community will shape their lives.

We need to show them kindness and give them faith in their futures.

Whether you are a teacher, firefighter, pastor, counselor, working professional, retiree or work in the
home, gay or straight, single or married, you can help fill the URGENT NEED for foster parents.
Consider becoming a foster parent, adoptive parent or host home.

Contact us today: (707) 565-4274 e www.SonomaFosterCare.org
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SUPPORT for o . -
Adults Abused Parentlng & PTEJUdlce

as Children

Many adults abused in childhood
need a safe place to feel supported,
grow and learn more about how
those experiences shape who they

are today. It’s important to
Adults Abused as Children

Anonymous empowers adults to

create inner peace, lasting change par’ents were

and healing. Join a free weekly

meeting: once children too.
Adults Abused as Children

Anonymous
First United Methodist Church
1551 Montgomery Drive, Santa Rosa

by Grace Harris, Parent Resources Director, Child Parent Institute

remember that

admin@adultsabusedaschildren.com

(707) 861-0144

www.adultsabusedaschildren.com

THANK YOU!
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Offer HOPE & HELP
Volunteer, Donate & Learn

Join the community making a difference for Sonoma County children

HELP PREVENT NEGLECT & ABUSE

5 WAYS TO
STRENGTHEN FAMILIES:

Focus On What'’s Strong,
Not What's Wrong HELP OLDER FOSTER YOUTH

There are five factors that healthy
families have in common. Many local
agencies build on these factors to
support families.

Parental Resilience: The ability to cope
and bounce back from challenges

Social Connections: Friends, family,
neighbors, and others who provide
emotional support and assistance

Knowledge of Parenting and Child
Development: Accurate information
about raising children and appropriate
expectations for their behavior

Concrete Support in Times of Need: HELP FOSTER YOUTH
Being able to cover day-to-day expenses

and unexpected costs that come up

from time to time, access to supports

such as health services, counseling, and

other social services

Children’s Social and Emotional
Development: A child’s ability to
interact positively with others and
communicate emotions effectively
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